This is another offering in the series of “Words, Where Do They Come From”?

Long ago even before it was called Puerto Rico, the people in that area were very good at making one particularly marketable product. “Rummmm.”  One might suppose that rum got its name from the sound it generates in the user of the product.  In the villages there were many outlets for the delicious product as the demand was quite high.  (Light beer was still several hundred years away.)  The prospect of making a killing in the rum market was a tantalizing motivator to many of the villagers and outlanders alike.  One such young self-starter happened to be a goat herder who with his rare breed of goats (they were all deaf) lived about five miles out from a relatively large and more importantly thirsty village.  He determined to make and sell a batch of rum himself and went about the task with great zeal.

Having had some experience with producing and selling several products (mostly to do with goats), he knew he must devise a plan to make sure he would catch the attention of the big money rum retailers in the village.  As he lay on the ground humming to his goats, which just sort of stared blankly at him, an idea evolved.  He continued to sing and then as he waved his arms about, he noticed the herd followed the waving motion with their gaze.  He stood up and began to wave his arms about more and to dance around and to his amazement, the deaf herd seemed to mimic his every move.  The next morning the deaf-herd shepherd loaded his rum onto the backs of the goats and led them to the village.  When he reached the edge of the village, the deaf-herd shepherd looked into the goat faces around him and started singing and dancing and strutting down through the village market place.

He drew plenty of attention and more than one observer was heard to say, “Look at the deaf-herd rummer!” And “He’s certain to bring out the merchants with that dance!”  Soon they were saying, “That’s one way to bring the merchants to the deaf-herd rummer.”  This one incident popularized the phrase “merchants to a deaf rummer” to refer to someone with a unique manner or way of presenting themselves or their ideas.  As often is the case, words do wear out over time.  A phase that starts out as “merchants to a deaf-herd rummer” can easily soften and shift to where today you might say of a person ”He marches to a different drummer” which means the same as the original phrase but now you know where it came from.  Well now it could have.

